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Unforgettable\
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THE SHEER VARIETY OF BOTANICALS AVAILABLE
TO DISTILLERS FOR CRAFTING THIS ELEGANT
SPIRIT MAKES EACH ONE DISTINCT AND
COMPLEX IN ITS OWN RIGHT.

BY ROBERT PLOTKIN PHOTOS BY JON VAN GORDER

he resurgent J'I'IIJ'I-II!'.JI'”'\' of min s l.||:|-4'|_‘-' a sign that society’s tastes are evolving, Legions of
The Winkle and Salt AL O 7 - e
and Pep.pgr Cocktail prrched Amercins, cdisenciuntec with viodia s aosteriy andd carmmsil-lik pariche of tavers,
T ri“"'”'_‘-—f sunchuary in gin allordable elesance and unrivaled l.'l:l]lli'lll'\.lr‘. Cralted accond-

ing tova secret blend of womatios, every bramd is endowed with an CHEEinge ;1:*:'m||,L|j|l. us

indivichially distinetive as DNA, which 1'\|:|.|ir|-. why no bwo premium gins bste the same

I The most telling distinetion between brands is the irvesistible natare of their bowuets.
An excepli il gin makes its Presenee imnu slisitely knoswn with an outponring of frosl, :'rr!.rr_\ -CTIS RO
elicited from botanicals such as juniper berries, citrus preels, herbs, roots and spice. The effect is mesmer

izing and Ungers on the mind like an unforgettulile e fume.

The Chanel No. 5 of the category is Plymouth English Gin. Made for two centuries at Black Friars
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Distillery, the nltrasophisticated spirit is distilled in a

copper alembic using pure grain spirits, soft Dartmoor

water and an infusion of seven highly aromatie botani-

cals. A -:|||wL snifl 1'\[’:!:1in.~; Phymouth’s enduring popu-

juniper bouquet, and a light, seamlesshy smooth body,
Its vibrmt, skillfully balanced |:.!|:lh' fills the mouth
with the Mwvors of strawberny coriander, orange and

leemom zest, which gradually tapers into a oraceiul, dis-

3 g o
tinguished finish.

One of the pillars of the British Empire, Beefeater

London Drv Gin, is made in the same manner and
according to the family-held recipe first devised in
15200, The: renovwned brand is L'.\Llljlﬁ'ih"_\ ey with u lav-

ish floral, juniper and spicy bouquet, and a layered,

Bottled at a lip-tingling H-l--lrmnf_ Beefeater and the dny

marting have been an item sinee Prohibition

larity. The gin has an exuberant citrus, spice and

lomg-lasting palate of citrus, lavender and pepper.

- EXCEPTIONAL
GIN MAKES ITS
PRESENCE
IMMEDIATELY
KNOWN
WITH AN
~ OUTPOURING
OF FRESH,
CELERY-CRISP
AROMAS.

The Mekong Martini can be garnished with a lemon
twist or a jalapeno slice.

Bestselling Tanqueray Special Dry English Gin
is distilled in Finsbury, England, which at one time
was world famous for its spa and rejuvenating
waters. The gin has a creamy, medium-weight
hody and a captivating bouguet redolent with the
|1im~_1.' Arnma ol Juniper anl dl'li('i“" |i'rlil1ll anl
orunye notes, s |mi:|1r is I.Et't']'ll[_'l.' saturated with
tart, slightly bitter citrus flavors that have made
'I".nu{m*m.'.' the |H'1'H'I'I‘='L! choice to mix with the
hittersweets avor of (quininge and lime,

The suceessful franchise now also includes
Tanqueray No, Ten, an exceptionally fresh and
unforgettable gin, Instead of relying on dried
hotanicals for its Mavor, the spirit is dlistilled using
tree-ripened grapefruits, oranges and limes; ripe
juniper berries Trom Tuscany; and herbs such as
:'rjl'jjl_tlr!!']'1|||I.|i_'it.lll“llni!l‘.-Eltllil'll'l':i:\ Mo, Ten has
an immense citrus and .-'|11'L't' b juel and a hroad
ATTIY ol suceulent [n lit Mavors.

Sell-described as the “worlds  most [Jl'i'll:liit'l'
vin,” Hendrick's is impaorted from Seotland and
crafted from a blend of small bateh spirits pro-
duced in two types of stills, each of which produce
(li_xt||u'ti1.1']}' different \E}]l'ﬁ' of spirits. |"¢|I’Iil.'ll|i|.1'|}
unusual is the gins botanical mix that includes
juniin-r_ coriander, citrus, rose '|'H.'l.'.l.|\- and cueum-
Ler. Hendrick's is 1'r'!'|'1~x|1ir|:_[ anl t]|'|i'_[|1l['l|.|]_k'
ceeentric,

Few l.pi:'il_w lave gone W greater [l'lll._‘,lfl‘- to
achieve their world-class status than artisan Martin
Miller’s Reformed London Dy Gin, Every drop
of this small batch marvel is shipped 3,000 miles
from Langley, England to the remote, glacier-fed
Sehyri Springs in Ireland. Its pure, soft waters are
useed to lower Millers aleohol content, which for
the classy and altogether breathtaking Westhoume
Strength is 904 proof.

When it comes to making a good first impres-
sion, drop-dead gorgeons Magellan London Dry
Gin wins hands down. The superpremium brand
from France is Iril1||'-:!i.\ti|]1‘tl in small batehes
emploving 11 hatanicals, including cloves and
deep-blue Irs petals. Tmbued with a lilting bou-
quet, shimmering |11_:1|1 blue tint and Crisp, Spicy

|1'.l|:lh' Macellan Gin is a feast For the senses.

Handcrafted classics

Scour the Earth i you must, _‘nHI'" find no other
idrv gin like Cadenhead’s Old Raj, or one as pricy
(around $65). This extraordinary 1 ]U-[n'rHLI' spirit is
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